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Communiqué de presse
6 novembre 2023

ASSEMBLEE GENERALE D'EUROSITE : LES CONSERVATOIRES
D'ESPACES NATURELS ACCUEILLENT A AMIENS
DU 7 AU 9 NOVEMBRE, UN EVENEMENT MAJEUR

POUR LA CONSERVATION DE LA BIODIVERSITE EUROPEENNE !

Les Conservatoires d'espaces naturels sont ravis d'accueillir I'organisation de I'Assemblée
Générale d'Eurosite qui se tiendra du 7 au 9 novembre a Amiens, a l'invitation du Conservatoire
d’espaces naturels des Hauts-de-France. Il réunira plus de 120 personnes de toute I'Europe :
experts, professionnels de la conservation et décideurs politiques, dans le but de renforcer la
coopération et la coordination des efforts en faveur de I'environnement.

Les Conservatoires d'espaces naturels sont des acteurs clés dans la préservation des espaces naturels en
France et en Europe, et ils ont travaillé en étroite collaboration avec Eurosite pour garantir le succés de cet
événement.

Fondé en France il y a plus de 30 ans, Eurosite - le reseau 2023 Eurosite Annual Meeting
européen de conservation des terres - revient cette année sur sa

terre natale. Eurosite tiendra sa réunion annuelle du 7 au 9
novembre 2023 a Amiens, en France, accueillie par la Fédération
des Conservatoires d'espaces naturels en coopération avec I'Office
Frangais de la Biodiversité et le Conservatoire du Littoral. Nous
nous retrouverons a Amiens, au cceur de la ville, & cbté de sa
cathédrale historique.

La conférence se tiendra au Quai de l'innovation, dans le centre
d'Amiens, a coté de la Cathédrale.

L'Assemblée Générale d'EuroSite offre une plateforme unique pour
discuter des défis environnementaux actuels, partager les pratiques
et promouvoir la coopération entre les différentes organisations de

Amiens, France 7-9 November
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L'événement comprendra une série d'interventions par des experts renommes, des présentations de projets
de conservation réussis et des sessions interactives de partage d'expériences.

La réunion annuelle d'Eurosite 2023 explorera le théme de la "conservation basée sur l'identité pour la
restauration de la nature a grande échelle". Le programme vous propose divers ateliers thématiques avec
des intervenants inspirants et des sorties passionnantes sur le terrain. Des traducteurs en direct faciliteront
la participation des francophones et des anglophones. Les thémes abordés lors de cette assemblée incluent
la gestion des aires protégées, la restauration des écosystémes, la conservation des espéces menacées et
I'engagement de la société civile dans la préservation de la nature.

En tant qu'organisation hdte de cette Assemblée Générale, les Conservatoires d'espaces naturels
participent a la coopération entre les acteurs de la conservation et souhaitent renforcer la voix des
Conservatoires d'espaces naturels au niveau européen.

LES TEMPS FORTS
Mardi 7 novembre, 18h : Réception des participants au Musée de Picardie par Mme le Maire
d’Amiens

Mercredi 8 novembre, 9h : Atelier sur la restauration des tourbiéres

Cet atelier se concentre sur l'implication du secteur agricole dans la conservation des tourbiéres. Il vise a
identifier les obstacles et les changements nécessaires en matiere de politique, de financement et de
connaissances pour soutenir la restauration et l'agriculture durable. L'événement comprend des
présentations sur la distribution des tourbiéres, des projets et des exemples de sites réussis, suivies d'une
visite sur le terrain pour une expérience pratique.

Jeudi 9 novembre : retours d’expériences de préservation d’espaces naturels (sur site)

Parc du Marquenterre et tourbiéres de la Vallée de la Somme seront au programme des visites de terrain.
lls permettront d'illustrer des opérations de conservation mise en ceuvre par des acteurs du territoire (
Conservatoire d'espaces naturels des Hauts-de-France et Conservatoire du Littoral).

Retrouvez le programme complet de I’Assemblée générale en piéce jointe 4 ce communiqué ou sur
www.eurosite.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Annual-Meeting-Programme-.pdf

Pour plus d'informations sur I'Assemblée Générale d'Eurosite, visiter
www.eurosite.org/event/eurosite-annual-meeting/

CHIFFRES CLES

Eurosite participe a la mise en réseau, la formation et la défense des intéréts des praticiens de la
conservation dans toute I'Europe. Leur mission : unir les praticiens européens de la conservation des terres.
Il compte 41 structures membres (dans 18 pays) et 34 membres individuels.

Depuis plus de 40 ans, les Conservatoires d’espaces naturels préservent et gérent 4 400 espaces
naturels, dont plus de 1 000 sites ouverts au public.

Les 1 203 salariés interviennent sur 300 000hectares d'espaces naturels sur plus d’'une commune sur 8 en
France, avec I'appui de milliers d’adhérents et de bénévoles, rassemblés autour d'un objectif : « Agir pour la
nature dans les territoires». Avec le soutien de I'Etat, des collectivités territoriales et des partenaires privés,
les Conservatoires d’espaces naturels, associations ouvertes au plus grand nombre, basent leurs actions
sur 5 mots : « Connaitre, protéger, gérer, valoriser et accompagner ».
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Event Venue:

QUAIDE L'INNOVATION
93 rue du Hocquet 80000 Amiens

Note: Parts of the event will include live French - English translation

Tuesday, 7 November, 2023

12:00 Registration and welcome snack - Patio

13:00 General Assembly (closed section for Eurosite members only) - Amphitheatre
Jules Vernes
= Election of Board & Council members, Signing ceremony

14:30 Coffee break

15:00 Opening Plenary - Amphitheatre Jules Vernes
= Introduction by Eurosite president
= Welcome words from the hosts

15:30 Key Note Speach - Amphitheatre Jules Vernes
= Nature amnesia: the shifting baseline syndrome and the role of natural
history in contemporary nature conservation - Dr. M. Argeloo, the
Netherlands.

In 1995, the Canadian-French marine biologist Daniel Pauly introduced the shifting baseline syndrome.
The core of his concept was that to determine the historical status of marine nature there was nothing
left but anecdotes. There is no standardised way to interpret natural data in a historical context.
Throughout his conservation career Marc Argeloo studied various examples of the absence of a
collective natural history consciousness, and how recovery of that consciousness can play arole in
contemporary nature conservation. In 2022 Marc Argeloo obtained his PhD and the public version of his
dissertation, Nature Amnesia, was well received.

16:30 Round of open presentations - Amphitheatre Jules Vernes
= 3-min pitches by Eurosite members, working groups, partners, projects

18:00 Walk to the Musee Picardie (15 minute walk)

18:30 Welcome reception - Musee Picardie
= Welcome by the Mayor of Amiens
= Welcome by the President FCEN
= Dinner



Wednesday, 8 November 2023

09:00 Time reserved for thematic informal meetings and networking
10:00 First round of parallel thematic sessions

Workshop on Nature-friendly farming:

Our hosts, the Fédération des Conservatoires d'Espaces Naturels, will first
present conservation work on nature-friendly farming in France and the Obligation
Réelle Environmentale, an easement/covenant to protect land and its natural
values for up to 99 years. Secondly, the shaping of a possible Europe-level nature-
friendly farming network will be discussed, based on preliminary discussions in the
Eurosite Agriculture, Biodiversity and Climate Group. Thirdly, practical examples of
nature-friendly farming versus mainstream will show new insights and methods.
The workshop will be followed by a thematic field visit on Thursday.

Workshop on Peatlands™:

Will primarily focus on the agricultural sector in relation to peatlands and aim to
identify the main barriers and what needs to change (policy, funding, knowledge) to
scale up restoration and sustainable use by farmers. Through a series of
presentations, we'll explore the distribution and status of peatlands in the NW
European region, get to know several peatland-related projects and learn about
some good examples at site level. The workshop will be followed by a thematic
field visit on Thursday.

Workshop on Standards and Practices:

Will explore the benefits of organisational standards. Conservation organisations
and private landowners can only thrive if they are perceived by authorities,
stakeholders and funders as highly qualified, reliable and ethically responsible
professionals. Experiences from different parts of the world have shown that the
activities of a few “rogue” organisations or people can put the reputation of a
whole movement at risk. On the other hand, the question of which sources of
funding to accept is creating a barrier in the flow of resources crucial for timely
nature protection efforts. Working with standards and existing guidelines can
ensure a more consistent level of quality, contribute to efficiency, and facilitate
effective communication.

13:00 Lunch - Patio




Wednesday, 8 November 2023 cont...

14:30 Second round of parallel thematic sessions

Workshop on Conservation Finance:

Will showcase recent developments in conservation finance from the
perspectives of investors and conservation organisations. It will consist of
presentations from Europe and the US on emerging investment trends in nature-
based solutions, and it will offer three conservation initiatives the chance to get
advice from workshop participants on how to overcome challenges in developing
their business case.

Workshop on Military Areas:

Aims to improve cooperation between military land managers in the field of nature
conservation, including Natura 2000 and other protected areas by supporting the
exchange of knowledge on best practices, monitoring tools (including remote
sensing), cooperation with civilian authorities, development and implementation of
management plans, conservation measures, habitat restoration and education.
One of the expected results is to lay the groundwork for the establishment of a
permanent international working group.

Workshop on Nature perception and community involvement

Will focus on the interaction between natural areas and their environment. The
involvement of communities in nature restoration is crucial, how can it be
increased? How can new narratives be developed about human-nature
relationships through direct interactions with nature? Nature conservation policies
can become more effective if based on ambitions, requirements and knowledge of
local communities . Several practical experiences will be shared on community
involvement, working with of volunteers and effective communication with
stakeholders.

17:30 Break - Patio
18:00 Closing Plenary - Amphitheatre Jules Vernes
18:30 Time reserved for thematic informal meetings

19:30 Networking dinner and Eurococktail - Patio



Thursday 9 November 2023

08:00 Departure for field study tours (thematic)

Field trip #1: Nature conservation in peatlands and wetlands

The visit will take place in two marshes: the Marsh of La Chaussée and the Marsh
of Belloy-sur-Somme. We will explore the site, in particular the fens and the
restoration work, which will be carried out as part of the Anthropofens LIFE project.
We will also learn more about the program “Maintenance of agricultural uses in
wetlands” in the Somme Valley and get a feedback from the farmer who grazes his
cows on the site.

Field trip # 2: Nature conservation in natural and rural areas

Will be about livestock farming in areas with high water tables, wetlands and
ponds. It will tour wetland areas along the Somme where the Conservatoires
d'Espaces Naturels is working with farmers to do conservation grazing of lands
owned by municipalities and itself . We will also look at its work with farmers to
encourage them to do appropriate management of their own land, helping them
get agri-environment support if they do.

Fieldtrip #3: Coastal conservation

Located on the Picardy coast, Le Marquenterre is a real jewel for nature lovers, a
haven of peace where land and sea come together in harmony. Le Marquenterre
extends over almost 500 hectares to the north of the Baie de Somme. It is
particularly well known for the ornithological park that bears its name, where
Conservatoire du littoral is welcoming some 300,000 visitors every year for an
unforgettable educational outing. This nature reserve is home to dunes, pine
forests, wetlands and marshes and is entirely dedicated to nature conservation.

Fieldtrip #1 and #2 will finish at 14:00. Farewell including lunchboxes

Fieldtrip #3 will finish at 16:30. Farewell including lunchboxes

*The workshop on the conservation and sustainable management of peatlands is organised by the European Landowners’
Organization, in close cooperation with Eurosite - the European Land Conservation Network and Conservatoire d’'espaces naturels
des Hauts-de-France, as one of the regional workshops of the EUKI project "Building the European Peatlands Initiative".

The project “Building the European Peatlands Initiative: a strong alliance for peatland climate protection in
Europe” is part of the European Climate Initiative (EUKI) of the German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and
Climate Action (BMWK).

The Eurosite Annual Meeting is co-funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however
those of the contributors only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or CINEA. Neither the
European Union nor CINEA can be held responsible for them.graph text




